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e 0y Présidon;G:; i: Conférenoa
B i a7 néduction et la Limitatlon des Armements
000 00000 My dear comrade
e 'I deam it my duty, not so much as the President of the International
lfhi?q “'Pesce Bureau, but as & socialist, to add some considerations to my official
LR 1etter handed to you as the expression of the pacifists of the world,
; 5700 I feel that vhat will happen in Geneva during the next weeks will be
a question of death or life for mankind, Will the delegates at the Desarma-
ment Conference be conscious of their responsabilities and,if not,how is 1%
possible to awaken them to the high duty,vhich is theirs to forget or at least
to dismiss from their minds their national feelings and to think as worldciti-
zens, They have to maintain théugggf;ordsr, 1f necessary by means of constraint
as is provided for in article I6 of the Covenant, but, alas, very defectively.
What happened in the Fer BEast during the Sino-Japanese confliet was & conspi-
cuous proof of its insufficiency. And what might happen in Europe in 2 near fu-
ture,if Germeny remains in its actusl trend of mind,would be a terrific and
other proof of this insufficiency, That seems to me the threatening danger
which mizht hamper the Conference of Besarmament and bring it %o an unsuccess-—
ful end, How could sﬁdﬁ”a édtaatroPhe be avoided? My aim is precisely to sug-
gest to you what I consider as the only solution,

In fact there is only one wild beast in the world, No other country is
actually threatening,in Europe & least,any other country, If all the peaceful

countries unite openly and sincerely in order %o maintain the public worldorder



and combine at once (1nste§d of waiting for a recommendation given by the Ce i1’

of the League of Nations as provided for in' article 16 of the Covenant) the stigs:
necessary i_'orqes, no doubt. that the oni;t:lrlika_ pation would refrain from every
recourse to violence, And the Desarmament Conference would not be a failute;Ffor
the peaceful nations would not be obliged to cembine all the military forces they
keep up,to call to ordér the troublesome country, In my opinion, if my suggestion
could be adopted, ;ne third of the military forces of the peaceful nations could
be discarded, which means a saving of more than 7,000,000,000 gold—-francs!}! Yearly!
Now this solution is not in my opinion the most.desirable one. It seems the
- best in the actual conjuncture, ,But in a democratic world, based on the principles
of ‘justiee and equality, danger of war will be reduced to & minimum, Very small po-
lice-forees will suffice to maintain public worldorder, Unfortunately the economic
difficulties are terrible obstacles to a better understanding among men and too

© many inﬂuegtial_ and selfish people deceive the ignorant masses,

Td avoid war seems to__gxa the only means to gain time in order to educate the E
magses and to win supporters for the humane aim which is ours, A new war would be
a deadly blo;r to our movement in f.a;;or of the working classes, What happened in
Italy and in Germany could probably happen in the:other countries. of Europe, My
proposal might certainly save m.{lliona of lifes and offer to us the opportunity

to’ further our socialist: cause,




