LECNS FOR THE FUTURE
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Viscount Cecil of Chelwood, United Kingdom.

“ Believe me, there is no safety except in peace, and peace cannot
be maintained merely and solely by national armaments, however
necessary they may be, by each nation seeking safety for itself. Let
us, then, boldly state that aggression, wherever it occurs and however
it may be defended, is an international crime, that it is the duty of
every peace-loving State to resist it, and to employ whatever force may
be necessary to crush it, that the machinery of the Charter, no less
than of the Covenant, is sufficient for this purpose if it is properly
used, and that every well-disposed citizen of every State should be
ready to undergo any sacrifice in order to maintain peace . . .

“In the end, it is public opinion that counts. Governments may
be feeble or sometimes dishonest even, circumstances may put into
the hands of a few men the power to use or misuse the forces of their
country, but in the end the last word will be spoken by the great mass
of the people, and I am sure myself that they will decide aright if
only they are given proper materials on which to form their opinion,
especially by full publicity for all international discussions.

“ Education in the largest sense is necessary. Everywhere organ-
isations should exist for that purpose, whether supported by the
State or drawing their strength from the conviction and enthusiasms
of individuals. I venture very respectfully to press upon my hearers
that here is a great work for peace in which all can participate, resting
not only on the narrow interests of our own nations but even more
on those great principles of right and wrong on which nations, like
individuals, depend.”
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